8) RELAZIONE DESCRITTIVA dellINIZIATIVA

Descrivere in modo esaustivo I'iniziativa, con particolare riguardo alle finalita.
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Descrizione dell'iniziativa anche in relazione ai criteri di cui all’ art 14 del Regolamento

Nel quadro delle iniziative celebrative per il centenario della Grande Guerra, I'Ufficio Storico dello Stato
Maggiore dell’Esercito ha ideato la creazione di una “mostra itinerante” formata da un “Kit Base” di 21
pannelli sulla 1" Guerra Mondiale che, nel periodo 2015-2018, costituiranno “esposizione viaggiante” nelle
Regioni italiane che verra ulteriormente arricchita nelle varie sedi con pubblicazioni e cimeli del periodo.

| pannelli illustrativi, che compongono la mostra, potranno essere esposti al pubblico in Regione FVG dal 21
novembre 2016 al 12 marzo 2016. Obbiettivo & quello di rafforzare i legami tra I'lstituzione Militare e le
Istituzioni Civili Reginali e Locali.

Nella considerazione che la mostra arrivera prossimamente in Regione Friuli Venezia Giulia, e verra
presentato a livello regionale il Calendario dellEsercito avente come tema la I* Guerra Mondiale, il citato
Stato Maggiore vorrebbe utilizzare I'evento per presentare in anteprima ai Triestini 'opera espositiva.

Per tale iniziativa, ricevuta la disponibilita della prestigiosa area espositiva della Regione, “IL. MAGAZZINO
delle IDEE”, dal 01 dicembre al 22 dicembre p.v., consentirebbe un perfetto completamento dell’evento e
pertanto, nel chiedere gentilmente di esaminare la possibilita di stampare delle locandine per I'evento.

Nella considerazione che questa sintetica presentazione Le possa aver illustrato gli eventuali intendimenti
dello Stato Maggiore dell’Esercito, questo Comando Militare rimane a disposizione per qualsiasi
chiarimento.
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AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 20TH -CENTURY. STRONG TENSIONS
BETWEEN COUNTRIES SWEPT THROUGH EUROPE.  GREAT 'BRITAIN
AND FRANCE DISLIKED THE ACCESSION TO THE THRONE OF KAISER
WILLIAM II; RUSSIA, DEFEATED BY JAPAN IN 1905, AIMED TO ASSERTITS
POWER IN THE BALKANS. SUPPORTING SERBIAN EXPANSIONISM WHILE
THREATENING AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, ALLIED TO GERMANY AND ITALY
THROUGH THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE.
| THE CRISIS BROKE OUT ‘IN' JULY 1914, WHEN ARCHDUKE FRANZ
! FERDINAND OF AUSTRIA, HEIR PRESUMPTIVE TO. THE AUSTRO-
HUNGARIAN THRONE, WAS SHOT DEAD [N SARAJEVO BY SERBIAN
NATIONALISTS. ON JULY 28TH AUSTRIA-HUNGARY DECLARED WAR
ON SERBIA, HOLDING IT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACK; ON JULY 31ST
RUSSIA MOBILIZED THE ARMY IN DEFENCE OF SERBIA. GERMANY SIDED
WITH AUSTRIA. AND DECLARED ‘WAR ON RUSSIA“ON AUGUST 1ST.
FRANCE ENTERED THE WAR ON AUGUST. 3RD. GERMANY ATTACKED
FRANCE THROUGH NEUTRAL BELGIUM ON MAY 4TH, WHICH RESULTED
IN BRITAIN'S ENTRY INTO THE WAR.
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WHEN THE GREAT WAR BROKE OUT IN JULY 1914, ITALY. DECLARED
ITS NEUTRALITY, BUT THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND POLITICIANS ALIKE
HELD DIFFERENT VIEWS AS REGARDS INTERVENTION OR NEUTRALITY.
THE “INTERVENTIONISTS" COULD COUNT ON THE SUPPORT OF
RENOWNED INTELLECTUALS, AMONG THEM GABRIELE D’ANNUNZIO,
'AND OF STATESMEN SUCH AS ANTONIO SALANDRA, THE HEAD OF

. GOVERNMENT, AND SIDNEY SONNINO, THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN

“AFFAIRS. ON 24TH APRIL 1915, AFTER SECRET TALKS WITH THE
BRITISH AND THE FRENCH, THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT SIGNED THE

‘TREATY OF LONDON, ACCORDING TO WHICH ITALY WAS TO ENTER

THE WAR WITH THE ALLIES.

ITALY ENTERED THE WAR ON 24TH MAY 1915 AND GEN. LUIGH

CADORNA WAS NAMED CHIEF OF. OPERATIONS. THE MOVEMENTS

OF THE ITALIAN ARMY TOWARDS GORIZIA AND TRIESTE WERE

STOPPED BY ROUGH TERRAIN AND THE STRONG RESISTANCE OF

THE ENEMY. JUST LIKE ALL OTHER EUROPEAN BATTLEGROUNDS,

THE ITALIAN FRONT WITNESSED A WAR OF POSITION, MADE UP OF

FIELD FORTIFICATIONS, BARBED WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS, INTENSE

BOMBINGS AND BLOODY ASSAULTS. -
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THE GREAT WAR BROUGHT TOGETHER MILLIONS OF MEN, COMING FROM

g ALL OVER [TALY AND ALL WALKS OF LIFE, WHO SHARED EXPERIENCES ON
THE FRONT AND IN THE TRENCHES.

\ ALTHOUGH THE CONDITIONS OF EVERYDAY LIFE. WERE NOT THE SAME
ACROSS THE ITALIAN FRONT, HARDSHIP. WAS THE COMMON FACTOR:
TRENCHES WERE WEATHER-BEATEN, DIRTY, CONSTANTLY UNDER BOTH
FIRE AND RISK OF INFECTIONS. TIME WAS SPENT WAITING FOR AN
ORDER TO ATTACK. WHICH COULD MARK THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIFE
AND DEATH, BETWEEN THE FINAL SUCCESS AND THE CONTINUATION OF
THE DIFFICULT EVERYDAY LIFE IN THE TRENCHES.

THE WAR BROUGHT TOGETHER COMMON MEN AND FUTURE CELEBRITIES
STANDING SIDE BY SIDE. THE “IRREDENTISTS” CESARE BATTISTIAND FABIO
FILZI, WHO WERE BOTH HANGED. BY THE AUSTRIANS, THE INFANTRYMAN
i ANTONIO DE CURTIS, A FAMOUS COMEDIAN WHOSE STAGE NAME WAS
i “TOTO", WHO FOUGHT ON THE FRENCH FRONT, ALESSANDRO PERTINI, A
{ SOCIALIST AND NEUTRALIST LAWYER LATER TO BECOME HEAD OF STATE,

Il ANGELO RONCALLI, A THEN SERGEANT WITH THE MEDICAL UNIT WHO

: WAS TO BECOME POPE JOHN XXIII, AND GIUSEPPE UNGARETTI, THE POET

WHOSE WORKS ARE THE MOST WIDELY KNOWN -LITERARY HERITAGE OF

THE GREAT WAR.

LANCIO DELLE GRANATE DALLA TRINCEA IN UNA 1E-
LUSTRAZIONE DELLA DOMENICA DEL CORRIERE
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DURING = THE . GREAT WAR MANY.  SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES
'AND TECHNOLOGICAL INVENTIONS COULD BE APPLIED IN THE
MILITARY FIELD. ONE OF THESE INVENTIONS WAS THE AIRPLANE,
WHICH WAS TEXTED FOR OBSERVATION AND OCCASIONALLY FOR
RUDIMENTARY BOMBINGS IN THE FIRST DECADE OF THE 20TH
CENTURY. THE CAPACITY TO OBSERVE AND ATTACK THE ENEMY IN
AN UNPREDICTABLE WAY, HOWEVER, LED TO THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE FIRST PURPOSE-BUILT AIRCRAFT IN A FEW YEARS. THESE
/ BOMBERS WERE CONCEIVED FOR BOMBING RAIDS, DESTROYING
" OTHER AIRCRAFT AND FOR RECONNAISSANCE. .
THE MECHANICAL AND. THE MOTOR INDUSTRIES WERE GREATLY
STIMULATED BY THE CONFLICT. THE INTERACTION OF THESE TWO
INDUSTRIAL BRANCHES IS AT THE BASE OF A NEW INVENTION:
THE TANK (AS IT WAS CODENAMED) WAS USED FOR THE FIRST
" TIME BY THE BRITISH IN FRANCE IN 1916. EVEN THOUGH THE
" TANK INITIALLY ENJOYED SCANT SUCCESS, IT WAS DEVELOPED
- ANYWAY, SINCE IT WAS THE ONLY EFFECTIVE MEANS TO COPE WITH
TRENCHES, BARBED WIRE FENCES AND MACHINE GUNS.
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1916: MAJOR OPERATIONS

L IMPERATORE FRANCESCO GIUSEPPE
DASBURGO

[N 1916 THE WARRING STATES TRIED TO SET STRATEGIES TO ATTACK
AFTER THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN
TED SERBIA IN 1915, IT PLANNED

THE ENEMY'S VULNERABILITIES.

ARMY, HELPED BY GERMANY. DEFEA
ANOTHER DECISIVE ATTACK ON - THE ITALIAN FRONT IN THE
SUDTIROL REGION. THE SO-CALLED STRAFEXPEDITION (PUNITIVE
CH STARTED IN MID-MAY, CAUSED SERIOUS
PROBLEMS TO THE [TALIAN UNITS DEPLOYED IN THE CENTRE, ON
THE ASIAGO PLATEAU. THIS ENEMY ATTACK WAS REJECTED THANKS
TO ANOTHER ARMY WHICH WAS ORDERED TO MOVE FROM THE
¥ TIROL. ITALY COUNTERATTACKED BOTH

IN SUDTIROL, ON MOUNT ORTIGARA, AND ALONG THE ISONZO

RIVER, WHERE THE 2ND ARMY COMMANDED  BY GEN. LUIGI

CAPELLO MOVED TOWARDS GORIZIA CONQUERING IT ON AUGUST

EXPEDITION), WHI

[SONZO AREA TO THE SUD

8TH, 1916.

IN THE MEANWHILE, IN JUNE 1916, AFTER
FIGHTING, RUSSIA SUCCEEDED IN REJECTING THE AUSTRIAN AND
A, EVEN IF IT SUFFERED MORE THAN
2,000,000 CASUALTIES. IN AUTUMN 1916, THE RUSSIAN ARMY, WORN
OUT . BY THESE HEAVY LOSSES, WAS FORCED TO RETREAT DUE TO
ANOTHER ENEMY ATTACK. THIS FAILURE, TOGETHER WITH. THE

HUGE DEATH TOLL, LED TO A SERIO

GERMAN ATTACKS IN GALICL

i RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IN 1917.

US CRISIS CULMINATING IN THE

¢ ESERCITO

DI

VETTA DEL MONTE SANTO
STRAPPATO AL NEMICO

TWO MONTHS OF

LLERIA ITALIANA'A GORIZIA
9 AGOSTO 1916

SENTINE

THE WAI
AS ‘THE
SUCH AS
THE 5O
SOLDIER
MOUNT
TOOK PL
WEATHE
PRESEN
TROOPS
CALORII
ANIMAL
SUPPLIE
THESE |
CREEKS
EQUIPN




J¢ ESERCITO

v 7 7 %
SENTINELLA SUL CORNO DI 3 RIFUGIO SULLADAMELLO
ADAMELLO 1918

THE WAR WHICH WAS FOUGHT ON MOUNTAINS IS ALSO KNOWN
AS “THE WHITE WAR", AND IT INCLUDED A SERIES OF BATTLES
SUCH AS THE CONQUEST OF MOUNT KUK IN THE 10TH BATTLE OF
THE ISONZO, THE ATTACK CARRIED OUT BY THE ITALIAN ALPINE
SOLDIERS ON MOUNT ORTIGARA AND THE ATTACKS LAUNCHED ON
MOUNT SANTO AND BAINSIZZA PLATEAU IN 1917. MANY BATTLES
TOOK PLACE AT AN ALTITUDE OF 3000 M. AND OVER, UNDER EXTREME
WEATHER CONDITIONS (-35°C). MOREOVER MOUNTAIN WARFARE
PRESENTED SEVERAL LOGISTICAL - AND WEATHER ' DIFFICULTIES.
TROOPS SUFFERING EXTREME LOW TEMPERATURES NEEDED MORE
_CALORIES, AND DUE TO THE LACK OF RAILWAYS AND ROADS,
ANIMALS AND INDIVIDUALS WERE USED FOR TRANSPORTING ¢
SUPPLIES TO THE FRONT LINE.
THESE PLACES BECAME EVEN HARSHER DURING THE THAW, WHEN
CREEKS < OVERFLOWED AND  AVALANCHES HIT SOLDIERS AND
EQUIPMENT.




| [L GEN. FRANZ KONRAD VON HOTZENDORE
CON L'ARCIDUCA FEDERICO

BEFORE THE GREAT WAR BROKE OUT THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN
ARMY WAS COMPOSED OF THE COMMON ARMY. THE IMPERIAL
AUSTRIAN LANDWEHR AND THE ROYAL HUNGARIAN HONVED,
BESIDES ' THE RESERVES COMING FROM THE TWO RESPECTIVE
NATIONAL TERRITORIES.
THE AUSTRIAN ARMY WAS MADE UP OF 16 ARMED CORPS DIVIDED
INTO 49 INFANTRY DIVISIONS FORMING 136 INFANTRY, CAVALRY
\AND ARTILLERY BATTALIONS.
 “WHEN ITALY ENTERED THE WAR IN 1915, THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN
"ARMY HAD ALREADY EXPERIENCED ONE YEAR OF CONFLICT, AND.
HAD ALREADY PARTIALLY ADJUSTED ITS STRUCTURE TO THE NEW.
KIND OF WARFARE.
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1L GENERALE RMANDO DIAZ
{ ALTHOUGH "THE USA ENTERED THE WAR ON APRIL 6TH, THE
| ENTENTE FACED A GREAT CRISIS IN 1917, AS IN RUSSIA THE TSARIST
| MONARCHY WAS OVERTHROWN AFTER THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
IN MARCH (FEBRUARY ACCORDING TO THE RUSSIAN CALENDAR). [T
"WAS REPLACED BY A FRAGILE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT, IN TURN
REMOVED IN NOVEMBER (OCTOBER) BY THE BOLSHEVIK PARTY LED
BY VLADIMIR LENIN, THIS SERIES OF EVENTS MARKED THE EXIT OF
'RUSSIA FROM THE GREAT WAR. AS A CONSEQUENCE, AUSTRIA AND
"GERMANY MOVED THEIR FORCES FROM THE RUSSIAN FRONT TO RE-
DEPLOY THEM ON THE ITALIAN FRONT, WHERE AN AUSTRO-GERMAN
]OINT - ATTACK WAS PLANNED FOR OCTOBER 1917.
* THE ATTACK WAS LAUNCHED ON OCTOBER 24TH, AT NIGHT, AND
* SUCCEEDED IN BREAKING THE ITALIAN DEFENCE LINE IN THE UPPER
ISONZO RIVER. BETWEEN BOVEC AND TOLMIN. THE ITALIAN ARMY
WAS FORCED TO RETREAT BEHIND THE PIAVE RIVER WHERE, UNDER
THE COMMAND OF GEN. ARMANDO DIAZ, WHO HAD REPLACED
GEN. CADORNA ‘AS CHIEF OF STAFE SINCE NOVEMBER 8TH, IT
| SUCCEEDED IN REJECTING THE SECOND ENEMY ATTACK LAUNCHED
"IN NOVEMBER AND, DECEMBER. THIS BATTLE IS CALLED “‘BATTAGLIA
'ARRESTO”, THE ONE WHICH STOPPED THE ENEMY FROM CROSSING
HE PIAVE RIVER.

|

.
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MASS PROPAGANDA WAS WIDELY USED DURING THE GREAT WAR WITH
THE AIM OF STRENGTHENING THE IDEALS AND COHESION OF SOLDIERS

AND PEOPLE. : )

NEWSPAPERS. AND, ABOVE ALL POSTERS AND. FLIERS, WERE USED TO
ADVERTISE THE STATE LOANS NECESSARY. TO SUPPORT THE WAR EFFORT.
POSTERS AND FLIERS COULD BE UNDERSTOOD ALSO BY ILLITERATE
PEOPLE. AND. THEIR CORE MESSAGE INCLUDED THEMES RELATED TO
EMOTIONS AND [DENTITIES. OF PEOPLES. IN ITALY, THE MAIN THEMES
"WERE: DEFENDING FAMILIES WHICH WERE FAR AWAY AT HOME: FIGHTING
GERMANY, THE ANCIENT ENEMY; LAND REFORM, AS AN AWARD FOR
VICTORY AFTER THE CAPORETTO BATTLE.

TG SHAPE. COLLECTIVE IMAGERY. CHARISMATIC. FIGURES OR HEROIC
FIGHTERS WERE ALSO USED. GERMANS CHOSE BARON VON REICHOFEN,
WHOSE NICKNAME WAS ‘THE RED BARON". WHILE ITALIANS CHOSE THE
POET GABRIELE DANNUNZIO. HE WAS ALLOWED TO CONCEIVE AND TAKE
PART.IN DARING OPERATIONS, WHOSE ONLY AIM, SOMETIMES, WAS TO
[MPRESS INTERNATIONAL AND ENEMY PUBLIC OPINIONS, EG. THE FLIGHT
OVER VIENNA. PROPAGANDA WAS ALSO ADDRESSED TO ENEMY SOLDIERS,
Wito WERE INVITED TO DESERT. THIS KIND OF PROPAGANDA WAS
SOMETIME EFFECTIVE, AS GROUPS OF SOLDIERS. COMING FROM MINOR
STATES UNDER THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EMPIRE SUCH AS POLAND, THE
CzECH REPUBLIC, SLOVAKIA AND ROMANIA SET UP UNITS WHICH JOINED.
THE ITALIAN ARMY AT THE END OF THE WAR.
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DURING THE GREAT WAR, EVEN THOUGH THE NORTH-EAST FRONT
WAS UNDOUBTEDLY THE MAIN ONE. ITALIAN SOLDIERS ALSO FOUGHT
ON OTHER FRONTS. IN FACT, EVEN BEFORE ENTERING THE WAR. AN
ITALIAN CONTINGENT HAD OCCUPIED THE VLORE PORT IN ALBANIA
AND, IN 1914, A LEGION OF VOLUNTEERS NAMED AFTER GARIBALDI
FOUGHT IN FRANCE. HERE, SINCE 1915 THOUSANDS OF MILITARISED
WORKERS HAD BEEN SENT TO BE ENROLLED IN THE TA.LF (ITALIAN
AUKXILIARY TROOPS IN FRANCE). THE ITALIANS HAD ALSO BEEN
ENGAGED IN A HARD WAR AGAINST THE LOCAL RESISTANCE IN LIBYA.
WAS TO ENGAGE THE ITALIAN ROYAL ARMY FOR OVER A DECADE.
FOLLOWING THE ALLIES’ INSISTENCES, AND ALTHOUGH GENERAL
CADORNA DIDN'T AGREE, ADDITIONAL ITALIAN CONTINGENTS WERE
SENT TO THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA AND ESPECIALLY TO FRANCE.
THE 2ND ARMY CORPS FOUGHT VALIANTLY THERE AND CONQUERED
THE IMPORTANT. POSITION OF THE CHEMIN DES DAMES IN 1918.
THE ROLES PLAYED BY THE SMALL CONTINGENT SENT TO PALESTINE
. AND THE "LEGIONE IRREDENTA", ENROLLED IN RUSSIA AMONG THE
'AUSTRIAN PRISONERS OF ITALIAN LANGUAGE, THAT WERE TO TAKE
PART IN THE RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR, SHOULD ALSO BE MENTIONED.
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" 1918: DAL PIAVE AL GRAPPA
1918: FROM THE PIAVE RIVER TO MOUNT GRAPPA

BEFORE THE ROLE PLAYED BY THE US IN THE CONFLICT BECAME CRUCIAL,
THE GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN COMMANDS DECIDED TO LAUNCH A FINAL
OFFENSIVE ON THE FRENCH AND ITALIAN FRONTS.

EVERY ARMY HAD ITS OWN SOLUTION TO OVERCOME THE DIFFICULTIES

OF TRENCH WARFARE: THE BRITISH STARTED USING TANKS, THE FRENCH

INCREASED GUN POWER, THE ITALIANS AND GERMANS USED A NEW

KIND OF ASSAULT UNITS THAT IN ITALY WERE CALLED THE “ARDITI'.

THESE SOLDIERS WERE WELL EQUIPPED AND TRAINED AND PROVED TO

BE EXCELLENT.

ON 15TH JUNE 1918, THE AUSTRIANS ATTACKED ITALY IN THE AREAS OF

MOUNT GRAPPA AND THE PIAVE RIVER. BUT THEY WERE PUSHED BACK

EVERYWHERE.

(' ON 15TH JULY THE GERMANS ASSAULTED FRANCE, BUT THEY WERE

3 STOPPED AGAIN ON THE MARNA RIVER AT THE END OF A VIOLENT

! BATTLE, IN-WHICH ALSO THE 2ND ITALIAN ARMY CORPS TOOK PART.

} ~ON 24TH OCTOBER THE ITALIANS COUNTER-ATTACKED ON THE PIAVE
RIVER. TOGETHER WITH BRITISH, FRENCH AND CZECHOSLOVAKIAN
TROOPS, AND SUCCEEDED IN BREAKING THE ENEMY'S LINE WITH THE
CAVALRY, WHICH BURST INTO THE ENEMY REAR AREAS. ON THE EVENING
OF OCTOBER 30TH. ITALIAN AND ALLIED TROOPS ENTERED VITTORIO

& VENETO.

f “ AFTER ITALY BROKE THE ENEMY'S  LINE THE AUSTRIAN SUPREME

i " COMMAND ASKED ITALY FOR AN ARMISTICE THAT BECAME EFFECTIVE ON

E, NOVEMBER 4TH AND THAT WAS FOLLOWED BY THE ONE SIGNED BY ITALY

AND GERMANY ON NOVEMBER I1ITH. .. -
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PASSAGGIO DEL PIAVE SULLE
ROVINE DI UN PONTE







ONCE THE WAR ENDED, ITALY TRIED TO GET BACK TO NORMAL, AND
BURYING THE NUMEROUS FALLEN - MORE THAN 600,000 (1/3 OF
THEM UNIDENTIFIED AND THEREFORE CLASSIFIED AS UNKNOWN
SOLDIERS”) - BECAME NECESSARY. i

TO THIS AIM, WAR MEMORIALS WERE BUILT IN THE MOST IMPORTANT
WAR CEMETERIES TO CELEBRATE'AND PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF
THE FALLEN. IN 1921, THE BODY OF AN UNKNOWN SOLDIER. WHICH *,
WAS TRANSFERRED TO ROME FROM AQUILEIA, WAS ENTOMBED IN
THE VITTORIANO MONUMENT. A SILENT AND MOVED CROWD OF -
PEOPLE ATTENDED THAT CEREMONY, THE CIVIL RITE WITH WHICH
THE ENTIRE COUNTRY PAID SOLEMN AND SORROWFUL HOMAGE TO
ALL THE FALLEN, THE MOST INTENSE MOURNING FOR THE ITALIAN
PEOPLE. :
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